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DRI member Joan M. Gilbride, a partner in the New York City office of Kaufman Borgeest & Ryan LLP, 
successfully defended a local municipality and its police chief during a three-week jury trial that ended on 
December 23, 2009. The inappropriate physical harassment, gender discrimination and retaliation lawsuit 
was tried in Essex County, New Jersey (Newark).  

The plaintiff was a police aide who alleged that she had been subject to an ongoing tirade of 
inappropriate physical innuendos and come-ons from the chief of police, who denied any such conduct. 
The plaintiff also alleged that she was retaliated against when she applied for another job and that 
employer decided not to hire her, based upon information supplied by the defendant.  

The jury didn't believe the plaintiff and, after deliberating just one hour, returned a unanimous defense 
verdict on all three counts.  
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